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FOREWORD

Publication of PEM

Prehistory and Earth Models (PEM} was
published more to answer scientific critics
than any notion it might sell well. Twenty-
five hundred copies were printed by Max
Parrish Co. td., London. About half were
donated to libraries and non-profit
organizations, the remaining sold slowly.
PEM was out of print by 1973 when
Science and Mormonism (S&M) coauthored
with (son) M. Garfield Cook began a third
edition. S&M included some aspects of
PEM, but also emphasized scientific
contributions of the authors’ LDS
background. The difference in popularity
of PEM and S&M, had to do with style and
the readers to which they were directed.
Even those who liked PEM complained that
it was difficult to read.

The manuscript of PEM was
finished by August, 1864 and Plenum
Press had agreed to publish . In passing
through New York on a trip to South Africa
to introduce my new “slurry blasting agent”
into the Rio Tinto Zinc mine at Palabora, the
manuscript was hand-carried to Plenum's
Editor O'Conners. With obvious chagrin
and apologies, he reported that Flenum
Press had decided they could not afford to
publish PEM because “six men you would
know" had just sent him a letter threatening
reprisals it they published PEM. The
identity of the six attempting to block
publication of PEM was leamned five years
later when one of them filed a lawsuit
against the authors of Science &

Mormonism for an alleged violation of the
copyrighted geologic section from Bryce to
Grand Canyons. (See below) Plaintiff
dropped the case when he learned
defendants knew it was Plaintiff who had
been violating the copyright. We obtained
permission from the rightful copyright
owner and the second and third editions of
S&M carried the proper acknowledgement.
(See below) The manuscript was thus
carried on to the Palabora mine where
Andrew Buxton, present from London for
Rie Tinto Zinc to observe the introduction
of the new "slurry” blasting system, liked
PEM, and wrote Oliver Colman, editor of
Max Parrish Co., Ltd., London, to arrange a
meeting to discuss publication. About a
week later, following a pleasant luncheon at
the London Hilton, the manuscript of PEM
was accepted for publication by Max Parrish
& Co., Ltd.

Cover Page of PEM by Editor

“If the earth is billions of years old,
Prehistory and Earth Models argues that all
but the last few thousand years of
scientifically readable Prehistory has been
erased perhaps by world-shaping
calastrophes. The observed unbalance of
radiocarbon, the abundance and inffux of
uranium in the oceans and helium in the
atmosphere, the instability of palaeo-
magnetism in the rocks, and reinterpreted
systematic discrepancies in the radioactive
‘time clocks” are among the substantiating
arguments.

“Continental Drift' is described as a recent
catastrophic rupture of 'Pangaea’ and
sudden shift of the continents under the
tremendous forces of polar ice caps.
Crustal uplifis and depressions, shield-
geosyncline-welt interrelationships, the
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nature and occurrence of coal, oil and
fossils, overthrusting and stacking of strata,
for insfance, in the Canadian Rockies, and
other geologic information substantiate this
novel reconstruction of Prehistory.
Biological Prehistory is discussed from time
implication and a central argument that
spontaneous generation and organic
evolution go counter fo ‘time's arrow’.
Differentiation, adaptation, mutations wvs.
speciation and anomalous fossilization are
among the topics considered. Since “Life
feeds on negative entropy” (Erwin
Schroedinger) it is an amazing, unnatural,
intricately engineered phenomenon”.
There would seem to be no better

way to highlight the contents of PEM than
to quote the excellent and extensive 1988
review by Alasdair Beal, now Editor of C&C
Workshop of SIS, Great Britain. There were
three other, also favorable reviews by
Creationists including those of Dr. Thomas
Barnes, Professor of Physics, University of
Texas at El Paso, Dr. John Read, Publisher,
Morthridge, California, and Reverend Walter
Lang, Editor, Bible Science, Caldwell,
Idaho. Attention is called also to the 1992
book, The Creationists, by Dr. Ronald L.
Mumbers, Professor of the History and
Science of Medicine at the University of
Wisconsin. The Beal review of PEM is given
in Chapter | along with comments from Dr.
Mumbers on how the author was
“catapulted” into the long-standing
evolution vs. creation debates.

Scientific Prehistory
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints, of which the author is a member,
teaches that the creation was a refashoning
and reforming, understood to involve only
the creation (or remodeling) of the surface
features of the earth, not the earth as a

Scientific Prehistory

whole. This is the sense in which creation
was treated in PEM and also in this book.
As stated in early 1956 correspondence
with Dr. Willard F. Libby, quoted in my

Autobiography, Volume I, 1977, regarding
radio-carbon dating, and in the preface of
PEM, nothing written in those publications
about the age of the earth's crust, the
atmosphere and hydrosphere had anything
to do with the age of the globular earth. The
age of the earth is treated here for the first
time.

Chapter Il is an updated treatment
of radiocarbon dating with a calibration
hased on gravity anomaly dating. It verifies
the non-equilibrium radiocarbon, NER,
dating method and shows that the
conventional equilibrium radiocarbon dating
method of Libby is incorrect. Also it brings
scientific dating into agreement with Bible
dating of the Flood, and the separation of
the continents “in the days of Peleg”, or
Continental Shift. (It occurred too rapidly
for “drift" to be a proper description.)

Chapter 1ll deals with the still
conventional long-period ‘time clocks” with
an emphasis on neutron-promoted lead,
potassium and oxygen transformations,
respectively. Only neutron-promoted lead
transformations were treated in PEM, but
developments since FEM lend fundament-
al and important meaning to what is
happening in the earth as a result of
spontanecus fission and w-recoil reactions
designated X for brevity. There is really no
need for further arguments regarding the
validity of the conventional U-Th-Pb; Rb-Sr
and K-Ar 'time clocks’. Intellectual honesty
would lead to abandonment of these
fallacious time clocks. Since they have not
yet been abandoned some of the more
important reasons for abandonment are
presented also in Chapter Il

Studies to extend knowledge of
explosives to novae and supernovae, led to
two major discoveries since publication of
PEM:

(1) A simple whally observational
dating method to replace the above
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fictitious ones. (The age of the earnh turns
out to be about half that claimed by
geophysicists, but the solar system is found
to be about the same as claimed by earth
scientists. This galactic cosmic ray and
photo-sphere method still shows that the
surface features of the earth are in the
thousands, not billions, of years of age as
determined in the early work leading to
PEM.)

{2) MNuclides of the solar system

were formed (and are forming today) in
galactic cosmic rays, GCR, in a state of
nuclear thermodynamic equilibrium, NTE,
starting at a thermal energy of 0.9 million
electron volts, MeV)

The simple novel dating method is
treated in Chapter IV and NTE is the subject
of Chapter V which adds to Chapter IV by
providing a wholly theoretical chronometry.
Supernova 1987A and its answer to the
“neutrinc problem” were the motivations
leading also to the discovery that the true
composition of common lead is that in GCR
with all necessary data given by Lange,
Handbook of Chemistry and Physics and in
direct measurements of nuclide abund-
ances in the earth and moon. This made
possible the determination of the age of the
earth and the solar system based entirely
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on observed data with none of the guesses
characterizing the ‘geologic time clocks.”
Scientific Prehistory also includes results
of recent studies in applying rock
mechanics to interpret modern relief maps
of the earth's surface.

Today the excellent National
Geographic Society relief map is available
for the story | wish to tell; good relief maps
were not available when PEM was written.
Chapters VIl to XI are updated from PEM.
Chapter XIV summarizes unconventional
ideas on gravity and the nature of the
universe each drawing heavily on the
authors LDS Church background.

Partial blindness made difficult
preparation of this book. Hopefully readers
will overlook errors not found. Caustic
remarks dispersed at places would ord-
inarily be avoided. Really one should never
strike back in kind. However, it is difficult to
avoid this in answering earth-science
antagonists portrayed in reviews,
opposition letters and public displays.
Hopeifully the (difficult to avoid) darts herein
will serve to reveal the general attitude
unfortunately too prominent in the earth
sciences.This book might have been a
fourth volume of autobiography except
that it contains many facts ignored by earth
scientists needed to tell the "history of the
earth written in the rocks”.

KAIBAE PLATEAL GRAND CANYOM

Drawing by A.S. Loebeck, by permission of the Copyright Owner
Hammond Incorporated, Maplewood, New Jersey




